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and In case she has been entrapped Into marriage with a man
of inferior tribe.
Mohammed recognized the religious duties of women, but
the laws of Islam have gradually woven such a fabric of
ceremonial ablutions and purifications, necessary before the
individual is fit for formal devotions, that wives and mothers
in the prime of life find it almost impossible to observe the
five daily hours of prayer. Young girls, trained to pray,
usually drop the custom at the critical age, and this is seldom
resumed in later years.1 Fasting, however, is more strictly
followed by women of all ages. The provision made for
the women of Jerusalem in the so-called mosque of 'Omar,
where especial functions are held during the month of
Ramadhan, has already been noticed. At this time women
visit each other with greater freedom. As has also been
here chronicled, women may enter upon the direct" religious
life" by becoming dervishes. Such eases, however, seem
to be exceptional.
In the cult of the shrines, however, the women quite
keep pace with the men. Moreover, they have their own
peculiar superstitions. Each woman is supposed to have
an invisible double, called a karfny, her exact duplicate in
disposition and character, and even in the number of children
she may bear. If the woman be quarrelsome, so also is the
kariny, who may vent her spite on the human children, even
causing their death. Against the power of such, charms
are bought from the diviners, who claim, that, through
these, the spirit-double may be chained to the bottom of
the sea.
However they may lack in religious observance, it must
not be assumed that Moslem women are without a fund of
natural religion, or to some degree without a certain, vital
knowledge of their own faith. The very eagerness with
which they receive the instruction of Christian missionary
women indicates how deep is this natural religious sense.
Something which nourishes this they possess in their own
faith. Those who are fortunate enough to know the spiritual
passages of the Koran find in these real comfort, A Turk-
1 See "Woman in the East" (op. cit.), p. 145, by J. P. Baldenspeqgcr.

